
Annex A 

Pentland Firth Voluntary Reporting Scheme: extract from Admiralty List of Radio Signals, 

Volume 6 (NP 286(1))
 



 

   

 
      

 
    

  
    

    
  

  

  
 

   
 

       

     
 

  

  

   

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

 
     

  
    

  

AREA: 
The Pentland Firth Reporting Area can be defined as being the area between 

meridians 3º00’.00W and 3º30’.00W.
 

DESCRIPTION:
 
This is a voluntary reporting system for tankers and all laden vessels.
 

PROCEDURE: 
(1) Reporting.	 Tankers and all laden commercial vessel may report to Shetland 

Coastguard on VHF Ch 16 or 70 at least 1h before ETA and on final departure of 
the Pentland Firth (see NOTES). 

(2) The report will be passed on a working VHF Channel as advised by Shetland 
Coastguard, and should be in the following format: 

ID Information required 

A Vessel’s name, call sign, MMSI, Port of Registry and Flag 
State 

B Day of month (2 figures) and time in hours and minutes 
(UT(GMT) in 4 figures) 

C Latitude (4 figures N or S and longitude (5 figures E or W) 

D True bearing (first 3 figures) and distance in nautical miles from 
identified landmark 

E True course in degrees (3 figures) 

F Speed in knots and decimal of knots (3 figures) 

G Last port of call 

I Destination 

M VHF channels monitored 

O Deepest draught in metres and centimetres 

P Type and quantity (tonnes) of cargo 

Q Brief details of damage/deficiency/other limitations 

S Weather 

POB 

NOTES: 
(1) Details under sections A, B, C, E, F, I and O in the above table may be taken 

from AIS and hence not requested from the vessel. 
(2) Exceptionally, vessels requiring to pass messages of a sensitive or confidential 

nature may pass their reports by telephone. 



Annex B 

Transcript of VHF conversation between the master of Cemfjord and Shetland Coastguard 



   

 
 

 

  

 
 

  

  
 

 
  

 

   

  

   

 
 

   

  

 
 

   
    

  
  

  

 

                                                           
  

Station Transmission (on Ch. 67 after initial call on Ch. 16) 

Shetland 
coastguard 

“Cemfjord, this is Shetland coastguard, over.” 

Cemfjord “Sir, good morning, Cemfjord replying.” 

Shetland 
coastguard 

“This is Shetland coastguard, your last port of call, Sir, over?” 

Cemfjord “My last port of call Aalborg, Denmark, destination Runcorn, 
UK.” 

Shetland 
coastguard 

“This is Shetland coastguard, roger, and your cargo type and 
quantity, over?” 

Cemfjord “My cargo cement in bulk, quantity 2084 metric tonnes.” 

Shetland 
coastguard 

“This is Shetland coastguard, roger, and persons on board 
over?” 

Cemfjord “Eight person on board.” 

Shetland 
coastguard 

“This is Shetland coastguard, roger, and does your vessel 
have any defects or deficiencies, over?” 

Cemfjord “Any defects, everything working properly.” 

Shetland 
coastguard 

“This is Shetland coastguard, roger, and as we can monitor 
your progress on AIS1, there is no requirement to report in 
when you leave the Pentland Firth area. We hope you have a 
good onward journey and a safe watch.  This is Shetland 
coastguard, out.” 

Cemfjord “Copied, thank you, have a nice watch.” 

1 Automatic Identification System 



Annex C 

Sandy Hill Weather Station observed winds on 2 January 2015 and inset chart of location 



Sandy Hill 
weather station 



Annex D 

Extract of the Admiralty Tidal Stream Atlas including Pentland Firth (NP209) 4 and 5 hours after High Water 
(Dover) 





Annex E 

Extract of manufacturer’s installation instructions for Cemfjord’s emergency position indicating radio beacon 







Annex F 

Cemfjord’s safety management system: generic abandon ship procedure 







Annex G 

International Maritime Solid Bulk Cargoes Code - schedule for cement 







Annex H 

Cemfjord’s loading manual and GL approval letter 

























































































Annex I
 

Cemfjord’s safety management system: cement loading procedure 





Annex J 

Example of cement loading plan (not for loading prior to the accident) 





Annex K 

Cemfjord - summary of Flag State exemptions from safety regulations 
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Annex L 

Department of Merchant Shipping Cyprus 1986: equivalence arrangement for cargo ships of less than 85m 
in length 







Annex M 

GL’s instructions to surveyors ‘Additional Statutory Requirements for Cyprus’ 















Annex N 

Cemfjord’s safety management system: man overboard recovery procedure 





Annex O 

Republic of Cyprus letter of exemption for Cemfjord’s starboard lifeboat and davit, dated 12 December 

2014
 





Annex P 

Republic of Cyprus letter of exemption for Cemfjord’s defective bilge pumping system, dated 13 December 

2014
 





Annex Q 

Cemfjord - Interim Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate 







Annex R 

Cemfjord - Record of life-saving equipment 









Annex S 

Cemfjord - Interim Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificate 







Annex T 

Comparison of time of high water Dover and the passage of Cemfjord past the accident location on eight 

occasions in 2014
 



   

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

    
 

 

 

   
 

  

    
 

 
 

 

    
   

  
 

   
 

 

 

    
 

 

 

    
 

 

 

 

  
  

 
 

 

 

Date (all 2014) Time vessel 
passed 
accident 
position 
(UTC) 

Time and 
height of 

HW 
Dover 
(UTC) 

Difference 
between HW 

Dover and 
accident longitude 

Remarks 

7 February 1842 1640 2 hours 20 
minutes after 
HW Dover 

6 March 1544 1424 1 hour 20 
minutes after 
HW Dover 

Entry to Pentland Firth 
delayed by 2 hours (course 
reversal) 

31 March 1130 1227 57 minutes 
before HW 
Dover 

Passage through Pentland 
Firth delayed by 2 hours 30 
minutes (vessel maintained 
position heading) 

17 May 1334 1325 9 minutes after 
HW Dover 

Entry to Pentland Firth 
delayed by 5 hours (vessel 
altered course and 
maintained position east of 
Firth) 

13 July 1801 1220 5 hours 41 
minutes after 
HW Dover 

18 August 0726 0519 2 hours 7 
minutes after 
HW Dover 

7 October 1208 1050 1 hour 18 
minutes after 
HW Dover 

Vessel attempted to delay 
entry by reversing course 
(Cargo shift incident) 

14 
November 

0951 0338 6 hours 13 
minutes after 
HW Dover 
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