
64©  Crown copyright 2016

 AAIB Bulletin: 4/2016 G-DGHI EW/G2015/09/23

ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  MCR-01 Club, G-DGHI

No & Type of Engines:  1 Rotax 912 ULS piston engine

Year of Manufacture:  2004 (Serial no: PFA 301A-14128) 

Date & Time (UTC):  20 September 2015 at 1230 hrs

Location:  Fridd Farm, Bethersden, Kent

Type of Flight:  Private

Persons on Board: Crew - 1 Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Extensive to propeller, nosewheel and cowls

Commander’s Licence:  Private Pilot’s Licence

Commander’s Age:  69 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  1,076 hours (of which 469 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 15 hours
 Last 28 days -   3 hours

Information Source:  Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the 
pilot

The pilot was conducting a local flight from a farm strip where the aircraft was based.  On 
his return, about 2 nm away from the strip, the engine misfired.  The pilot then flew past 
the strip to assess the wind indicated by the strip’s windsocks.  As he did so the engine 
misfired again.  The wind was light and variable and he positioned the aircraft for a landing 
on Runway 14.

The pilot established the aircraft slightly high and slow on the final approach because of 
large oak trees in the runway undershoot, so that if the engine failed before crossing them 
he would be able to land beyond them.

The pilot then judged that the aircraft was too high on the approach and initiated a go-around 
on short final.  Soon after achieving full power the engine misfired again and then stopped.  
The pilot attempted to avoid an area of soft ground.  The aircraft landed in the overshoot of 
the strip on an area of grass before coming to rest in an adjacent field of crops where the 
nose wheel dug in and the aircraft came to a stop.

The pilot vacated the aircraft uninjured.  The aircraft sustained damaged to its propeller, 
nosewheel and cowls.


