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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Europa, G-BWJH

No & Type of Engines:  1 Rotax 912-UL piston engine

Year of Manufacture:  1996 (Serial no: PFA 247-12643) 

Date & Time (UTC):  17 November 2015 at 1234 hrs

Location:  Perth (Scone) Airfield

Type of Flight:  Training 

Persons on Board: Crew - 2 Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Nose landing gear collapsed, propeller strike 
and abrasion to the underside of fuselage, left 
wingtip and aileron

Commander’s Licence:  National Private Pilot’s Licence

Commander’s Age:  64 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  650 hours (of which 53 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 1 hour
 Last 28 days - 0 hours

Information Source:  Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the 
pilot

Synopsis

The pilot was carrying out practice circuits with an instructor to regain currency and requalify.  
After completing a couple of approaches leading to go-arounds, his instructor took control 
and demonstrated the correct technique.  The pilot then flew a normal approach but the 
aircraft bounced twice on landing.  He selected full power to go around but, despite the 
application of aileron, the left wing dropped and the wingtip contacted the runway.  The 
aircraft came to rest on the grass at the edge of the runway having sustained significant 
damage.  The pilot and instructor were uninjured.  The pilot considered the cause of accident 
to be his lack of currency leading to a mishandled landing.

History of the flight

The pilot was carrying out a series of practice circuits with an instructor in preparation for 
his requalification competence test.  He had carried out two approaches both of which he 
considered too high and carried out go-arounds.  His instructor took control, demonstrated 
a correct approach and after a touch-and-go handed control back to the pilot who then 
continued to fly a satisfactory circuit and approach.  The aircraft was in the correct landing 
configuration but on touchdown the aircraft bounced twice and the pilot applied full power to 
carry out another go-around.  At this point the left wing dropped and, despite full aileron, the 
wingtip contacted the runway.  The aircraft slewed to the left and came to rest on soft grass 
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at the edge of the runway, during which the nose landing gear collapsed.  The aircraft was 
made safe and pilot and instructor vacated the aircraft uninjured.  Inspection of the aircraft 
found it to have sustained significant damage to the wingtip and aileron, the propeller and 
the underside of the fuselage.

Discussion

The pilot is clear in his opinion that the difficulties on his approaches and the bounced 
landing resulted directly from his lack of currency.  It is noted that although the pilot had 
nearly 650 hours on all types, he had only flown 1 hour 10 minutes in the last 90 days and 
only a few minutes in the last 28 days.  

In the instructor’s opinion, a go-around could not be executed despite the application of 
power because the left wing had stalled after the second bounce.


