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 AAIB Bulletin: 2/2016 G-LROK EW/G2015/09/15

ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Robinson R66, G-LROK

No & Type of Engines:  1 Rolls-Royce 250-C300/A1 turboshaft engine

Year of Manufacture:  2015 (Serial no: 581) 

Date & Time (UTC):  12 September 2015 at 0956 hrs

Location:  Denham Airfield, Buckinghamshire

Type of Flight:  Training 

Persons on Board: Crew - 1 Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - 1 (Minor) Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Damage to the main rotor blades, drive train, 
transmission bay, tail boom and windshield  

Commander’s Licence:  Student

Commander’s Age:  49 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  70 hours (of which 18 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 10 hours
 Last 28 days -   5 hours

Information Source:  Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the 
pilot and subsequent AAIB enquiries. 

The student pilot had commenced training for his PPL(H) on the R44, in which he had flown 
solo, before changing to the R66 some 18 flying hours before the accident flight.  

On the day, he completed five dual circuits with his instructor.  They then landed and the 
instructor exited the helicopter, to allow the student to conduct his first solo flight on the 
R66.  As the student lifted into the hover, the helicopter rolled right and the rotors struck 
the ground.  The helicopter came to rest on its side and the student, who sustained minor 
injuries, was able to vacate the cabin.  The instructor, who was standing 50 yards away, 
commented that it appeared a dynamic rollover had occurred. 
 
In 1982 the Robinson Helicopter Company issued Safety Notice SN-9, concerning dynamic 
rollover1.  It states: 

‘A dynamic rollover can occur whenever the landing gear contacts a fixed 
object, forcing the aircraft to pivot about the object instead of about its own 
center of gravity…Once started, dynamic rollover cannot be stopped by 
application of opposite cyclic alone…Quickly applying down collective is the 
most effective way to stop dynamic rollover.’  

Footnote
1 http://www.robinsonheli.com/service_library/safety_notices/rhc_sn09.pdf


