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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Team Minimax 91, G-MYLB

No & Type of Engines:  1 Rotax 447 piston engine

Year of Manufacture:  1993 (Serial no: PFA 186-12419) 

Date & Time (UTC):  13 June 2015 at 1255 hrs

Location:  Near Bowburn, County Durham

Type of Flight:  Private 

Persons on Board: Crew - 1 Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - 1 (Minor) Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Damaged beyond economic repair

Commander’s Licence:  Private Pilot’s Licence

Commander’s Age:  70 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  231 hours (of which 72 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 4 hours
 Last 28 days - 2 hours

Information Source:  Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the 
pilot and additional inquiries by the AAIB

Synopsis

The aircraft was returning to its departure airfield when the engine rpm decayed, then 
stopped.  The pilot carried out a forced landed in a field of crops, during which the aircraft 
was badly damaged.  He believed there had been a partial seizure of the engine, which he 
was investigating.

History of the flight

The pilot departed Fishburn Airfield on a local flight, routing northwest before turning north 
towards Brandon.  After about 10 minutes of flight, he performed the en-route ‘FREDA’ 
checks and switched on the carburettor heat because he felt the conditions were quite 
humid.  In this case, the carburettor heater was an aftermarket electrical element which 
heats the carburettor body itself and, thus, can be left switched on for long periods without 
detriment to the engine performance.

After the pilot had turned south to return to Fishburn, with the aircraft at a height of about 
1,500 ft agl, the engine rpm decayed and then stopped completely.  He tried to restart the 
engine but without success.  Therefore, having alerted Fishburn Airfield to his situation, he 
selected a field for a forced landing.  There were three possibilities but they all contained 
a standing crop, so he selected the largest, which was approximately 600-700 metres in 
length, and set the aircraft up for an approach.  The pilot tried to land in the tracks left by 
a tractor but, as the main landing gear contacted the crop, the nose pitched down and the 
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aircraft was spun to the right.  The pilot, suffering only minor scratches and bruising, undid 
his harness and vacated the aircraft through the aperture left by the canopy, which had 
been wrenched off during the accident.  The aircraft had been severely damaged but there 
was no fire.

The pilot initially felt that the symptoms he had experienced were consistent with carburettor 
icing, possibly indicating that the carburettor heater may have been inoperative.  However, 
he subsequently tested the element and confirmed that it appeared to be drawing a normal 
amount of current.  It was noted that the original supplier of the heater modification also 
designed a similar device which illuminated a light in the cockpit, to indicate that the element 
was drawing current.  However, G-MYLB was not fitted with this modification.

The pilot subsequently advised that he believed there may have been a partial seizure of 
the engine, internally, which he was investigating.


