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 AAIB Bulletin: 12/2015 G-MVDV EW/G2015/09/03

ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Pegasus XL-R, G-MVDV

No & Type of Engines:  1 Rotax 447 piston engine

Year of Manufacture:  1988 (Serial no: SW-WA-1349) 

Date & Time (UTC):  6 September 2015 at 1155 hrs

Location:  Field near Otherton Airfield, Staffordshire

Type of Flight:  Training 

Persons on Board: Crew - 1 Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Nose landing gear collapsed, damage to wing 
and trike pod

Commander’s Licence:  Student

Commander’s Age:  37 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  55 hours (of which 16 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 1 hour
 Last 28 days - 1 hour

Information Source:  Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the 
pilot

The student pilot was undertaking a solo flight from Otherton Airfield as part of his training.  
After about ten minutes of warming the engine and taxiing, he took off from Runway 25 
and later reported that the engine was performing normally throughout the takeoff roll and 
initial climb.  However, at a height of about 100-150 ft agl, he sensed that the engine was 
losing power so he checked that the fuel tap was on and pumped the throttle.  The engine 
continued to slow down and cut intermittently and he therefore decided that he would shut 
it down and commit to a forced landing straight ahead into a field of potatoes.

During the landing, the nose landing gear collapsed due to the soft nature of the ground and 
the aircraft rolled onto its left side as it came to a halt.  The pilot later reported that, as part 
of the subsequent investigation, it was found that the engine ran normally over an extended 
period of testing after the carburettor had been cleaned and this led to the conclusion that a 
particle of dirt had blocked the jet or that, possibly, water had been present.


