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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Piel CP301 (Modified) Emeraude, G-BCCR

No & Type of Engines:  1 Continental Motors Corp O-200-A piston 
engine

Year of Manufacture:  1975 (Serial no: PFA 712) 

Date & Time (UTC):  30 June 2015 at 1145 hrs

Location:  Leicester Airport

Type of Flight:  Private 

Persons on Board: Crew - 1 Passengers - 1

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - None

Nature of Damage:  Damage to left landing gear, left lower wing 
and fuselage, wing spar, propeller.  Engine 
shock-loaded

Commander’s Licence:  Private Pilot’s Licence

Commander’s Age:  56 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  311 hours (of which 33 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 8 hours
 Last 28 days - 2 hours

Information Source:  Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the 
pilot

Synopsis

On its second approach to land, the aircraft gained height in the flare and landed heavily, 
damaging the left main landing gear.

History of the flight

After an uneventful flight from Derby the aircraft joined the Leicester circuit for Runway 10.  
The wind was southerly and varied between 7 and 10 kt.  In the later stages of the approach 
the pilot encountered thermal activity at a height of around 200 ft.  This resulted in the 
aircraft rising above the normal descent profile, despite power being reduced; accordingly 
the pilot elected to go around.  

During the next circuit the pilot called Leicester radio and enquired about the availability of 
Runway 15, as he considered that there would be a reduced likelihood of thermal activity.  
However as one aircraft was on long finals for Runway 10 and others were joining the circuit 
he decided to remain in the Runway 10 circuit in order to avoid confusion and possible 
confliction.  

The second approach was normal, on the centreline of the runway and with no observed 
thermal activity.  However, as the aircraft entered the flare with the power at idle, it gained 
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height.  As the airspeed rapidly decayed and the aircraft subsequently started to sink, the 
pilot applied full power but was unable to prevent a hard landing that resulted in the collapse 
of the left landing gear.  The aircraft then swung to the left and departed the runway, coming 
to rest in the grass adjacent to the paved surface, having turned through almost 180°.  The 
pilot completed the shutdown checks and, together with his passenger, left the aircraft.  

The pilot subsequently commented that the cause of the sudden increase in height during 
the flare may have been an updraught or the application of excessive aft control column 
movement.  


