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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Pulsar XP, G-PLSA

No & Type of Engines:  1 Rotax 912-UL piston engine

Year of Manufacture:  2005 (Serial no: PFA 202-12283) 

Date & Time (UTC):  21 April 2015 at 1325 hrs

Location:  Fife Airport

Type of Flight:  Private 

Persons on Board: Crew - 1 Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - Minor Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Propeller blades broken off, extensive damage 
to fuselage around the cockpit, nosewheel and 
right gear detached, damage to nose and both 
wing roots

Commander’s Licence:  National Private Pilot’s Licence

Commander’s Age:  76 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  223 hours (of which 29 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 5 hours
 Last 28 days - 4 hours

Information Source:  Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the 
pilot

Synopsis

On the third approach to land, fast with a high nose attitude and unable to reduce the engine 
speed below 3,500 rpm, the pilot lost control during the flare after the engine inadvertently 
went to full throttle.

History of flight

After experiencing a number of issues with the running of the aircraft’s engine, the pilot 
decided to fly some circuits and see whether the problem occurred at any particular rpm.  
The wind was a light variable headwind for Runway 24.  The takeoff and climb were normal 
but, on downwind the pilot could not reduce the rpm below 3,500 rpm, and consequently had 
difficulty slowing the aircraft.  On the approach, the pilot attempted to slow down by raising 
the nose above the horizon.  The speed, however, remained too fast for a landing so the 
pilot decided to go around.  The second approach was equally fast during the approach, and 
the pilot applied the same nose-high technique to reduce speed, noticing that the rpm was 
still about 3,500 with the throttle pulled fully back.  Again, the pilot commenced a go-around 
(with the aircraft yawing to the left on application of full power).  For the third approach, 
still fast and nose-high, the pilot aimed to touch down on the numbers in order to have all 
the runway to bring the aircraft to a stop.  As the pilot tried to flare and reduce power, the 
engine instead went to full power, causing the aircraft to yaw violently to the left.  A further 
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attempt by the pilot to reduce power resulted in the nose dropping and the aircraft impacting 
the ground on the grass to the left of the runway.  The pilot, with only minor injuries, freed 
himself from the lap and shoulder harness and exited the aircraft.  He acknowledged that 
he had not considered turning the engine off for the landing.

A subsequent inspection of the engine and throttle by an LAA Inspector found that the rear 
nut securing the throttle lever to the angle bracket attachment on the rear of the instrument 
panel had come undone, allowing it to sit freely on the throttle shaft.  The shaft was, however, 
stepped, with a larger diameter engine side, meaning that the nut could prevent the larger 
diameter of the shaft entering the bracket assembly, and stopping the throttle from closing 
fully.  The LAA’s June 2015 Light Aviation magazine also contains details of this event.


