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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Luscombe 8A Silvaire, G-BVGW

No & Type of Engines:  1 Continental Motors Corp A65-8 piston engine

Year of Manufacture:  1947 (Serial no: 4823) 

Date & Time (UTC):  22 March 2015 at 1530 hrs

Location:  Shifnal Airfield, near Telford, Shropshire

Type of Flight:  Private 

Persons on Board: Crew - 1 Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Damage to outboard left wing, fuselage panels, 
windscreen and propeller

Commander’s Licence:  National Private Pilot’s Licence

Commander’s Age:  58 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  493 hours (of which 249 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 24 hours
 Last 28 days -   9 hours

Information Source:  Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the 
pilot

Synopsis

The pilot was flying a third approach to an unfamiliar airfield, having had to go-around 
from two earlier approaches.  As the pilot manoeuvred the aircraft onto final approach it 
appeared to be close to the point of stalling.  The left wing then dropped suddenly and the 
aircraft struck the ground.  It came to rest in an upright attitude and the pilot was able to 
make the aircraft safe before vacating.

History of the flight

The pilot flew the aircraft from Abbots Bromley Airfield where it was based, to Shifnal Airfield 
near Telford, a direct distance of about 20 nm.  The weather was fine, with a light and 
variable wind, good visibility and no low cloud.  All pre-flight preparations and checks had 
been normal, and the pilot had flown a short local flight at Abbots Bromley before landing 
and telephoning Shifnal to book his visit.  

On arrival overhead Shifnal, the wind, although light, was seen to favour Runway 10, a grass 
runway 445 m long. The circuit height for all runways was 500 ft.  From published information 
the pilot was aware that power lines, 30 ft agl, crossed the approach to Runway 10, but 
as he neared the runway he found it difficult to discern them amongst the adjacent trees 
(measured using satellite imagery, the power lines were approximately 120 m short of the 
runway threshold).  The trees also blocked his view of the runway. Once the aircraft had 
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cleared the power lines and the pilot could see the runway, he side-slipped the aircraft at 
idle throttle to lose height, mindful of the runway length, the light wind and the fact that the 
aircraft was not equipped with wing flaps.  However, with the aircraft already at a relatively 
low airspeed of 50 kt, a high rate of descent developed quickly and the aircraft contacted the 
ground harder than intended.  It bounced, and the pilot applied power and flew a go-around.

The pilot flew a second approach, and again did not see the runway until very late, but 
on this occasion was too far displaced from it to continue the approach so again flew a 
go-around and opted to fly a right hand circuit.  As he turned the aircraft onto base leg, the 
pilot was aware of its controls becoming less responsive and realised it was close to stalling.  
He lowered the nose and applied some power, but this did not improve the situation.  The 
aircraft’s left wing dropped suddenly and the aircraft impacted the ground soon after.

The aircraft came to rest in an upright attitude.  The pilot, who suffered only bruising, was 
able to make the aircraft switches safe before vacating through the door, which had partially 
opened.  He observed that the aircraft’s normally docile flight characteristics had probably 
given him the false impression that it would always be so forgiving.

AAIB comment

Visual circuits are typically flown at about 1,000 ft agl, and the pilot was used to flying at 
this height.  Unless pilots are used to flying from an airfield which has a permanently lower 
circuit height (as at Shifnal), the challenges of flying a low level or ‘bad weather’ circuit may 
not be readily apparent.  One problem may be in maintaining visual contact with the runway 
environment, particularly if the pilot is tempted to start descending at a normal descent 
point rather than maintaining height until intercepting the normal approach path.  The pilot’s 
account of achieving very late visual contact with the runway suggests that this may have 
happened in this case.  It is also likely that the aircraft’s left wing stalled, the wing drop 
probably being due to the use of ailerons at about the point of stall. 


