
54©  Crown copyright 2015

 AAIB Bulletin: 7/2015 G-BRPT EW/G2015/04/23

ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Rans S10 Sakota, G-BRPT

No & Type of Engines:  1 Rotax 532 piston engine

Year of Manufacture:  1990 (Serial no: PFA 194-11554) 

Date & Time (UTC):  27 April 2015 at 1440 hrs

Location:  Approx 2 miles east of Henstridge Airfield, 
Somerset

Type of Flight:  Private 

Persons on Board: Crew - 1 Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Damage to both main landing gear legs and 
minor scrapes on fuselage

Commander’s Licence:  Private Pilot’s Licence

Commander’s Age:  61 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  14,994 hours (of which 9 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 11 hours
 Last 28 days -   4 hours

Information Source:  Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the 
pilot

Synopsis

The aircraft had commenced a descent to land when the engine started to run erratically 
and then stopped.  During the subsequent forced landing into a field, the aircraft ground 
looped and suffered damage to its main landing gear.  Low fuel levels may have been 
responsible for the engine failure.

History of the flight

The aircraft had taken off for a short local flight.  A couple of steep turns were carried out 
before starting a descent from about 2,000 ft agl to join a wide left base leg for Runway 25 
at Henstridge.  However, at about 1,500 ft, the engine started to run erratically and the 
pilot checked the fuel in both wing tanks.  Whilst difficult to see, a visual check showed fuel 
‘sloshing’ in both tanks but at this point the engine stopped completely.

The pilot commenced a glide towards the runway but it soon became obvious that he would 
not reach the airfield, so he selected a field and made a radio call.  On turning short finals 
for the field, it became apparent that the aircraft was very low and a mainwheel clipped a 
protruding branch of the hedge bordering the field.  This caused the aircraft to yaw and then 
ground loop on landing, damaging both main landing gear legs.  The pilot was unhurt and 
vacated the aircraft normally.
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An inspection of the aircraft the following day, as it was being salvaged, confirmed that 
fuel was present in both tanks and in the lines leading to the primer.  When recovered to 
a hangar, it was found that the forward carburettor float chamber contained fuel whilst the 
rear one did not and the gascolator was also empty.  From this, the pilot concluded that the 
relatively low fuel level in the fuel tanks may have led to the ports in the tanks, which are 
located towards the rear, becoming uncovered either during the turns or in the descent.  His 
aircraft had neither a collector tank nor electric pump and an airlock may have occurred.


