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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Jabiru UL-450, G-CNAB

No & Type of Engines:  1 Jabiru 2200A piston engine

Year of Manufacture:  2001 (Serial no: PFA 274-13651) 

Date & Time (UTC):  16 March 2015 at 1245 hrs

Location:  Near Hucknall Aerodrome, Nottinghamshire

Type of Flight:  Private 

Persons on Board: Crew - 1 Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Damage to propeller, landing gear, engine 
cowling, nose landing gear, left lift strut, pitot 
static tube and elevator hinges

Commander’s Licence:  National Private Pilot’s Licence

Commander’s Age:  49 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  345 hours (of which 7 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 1.5 hours
 Last 28 days - 1.5 hours

Information Source:  Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the 
pilot

Synopsis

The pilot was conducting circuit practice at a grass airstrip.  After the second landing, the 
aircraft was to the left side of the strip and deviating further left.  The pilot attempted to 
correct the deviation with rudder and nosewheel steering but, with the additional need to 
brake firmly, was unable to prevent the aircraft running off the left side of the airstrip where 
it encountered soft ground and overturned.

History of the flight

The aircraft was based at a private farm airstrip to the north east of Nottingham.  There 
was a single grass airstrip, orientated approximately 15/33 and about 320 m long.  On the 
day of the accident, the pilot travelled to the airstrip to rig the aircraft with the intention of 
conducting a local flight to practise general handling and circuits.

The weather report for East Midlands Airport (10 nm away) showed marginal conditions for 
the intended flight but the weather at the airstrip was seen to improve while the pilot rigged 
the aircraft.  At about 1140 hrs, the pilot estimated that the broken cloudbase was above 
1,500 ft, with a surface wind of about 7 kt from the east and a visibility of about 7 km.  He 
was satisfied that conditions were suitable for his flight.
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Pre-flight checks were completed normally and the pilot taxied the aircraft for the 
north-westerly runway.  He considered this preferable in the prevailing wind conditions due 
to the possibility of local wind turbulence effects from nearby trees when taking off in the 
south-easterly direction.

About 10 minutes after takeoff, the pilot returned to the airstrip for circuit practice, again 
using the strip in the north-westerly direction.  On the first approach, the pilot judged the 
aircraft to be too high and flew a go-around from about 200 ft.  The second approach 
was acceptable, with the easterly wind in evidence. The pilot continued to a safe landing, 
although it was slightly firmer and further along the strip than intended.  

The pilot flew a further takeoff and approach.  The approach and touchdown appeared 
normal, with the main wheels touching down first.  As the nosewheel settled, it became 
apparent that the aircraft was closer to the left side of the strip than intended and tracking 
towards the left edge at about three quarters the distance along the strip.  The pilot believed 
he could correct the deviation with rudder and nosewheel steering but, as he braked heavily, 
he found that he was unable to prevent the left wheel running off the edge of the airstrip 
and onto soft ground.  This caused the aircraft to turn left into the adjacent field where the 
nosewheel dug in, causing the aircraft to pitch nose down and then to fully invert.

The pilot, who was uninjured, remained secured in his seat by his harness.  He was able 
to release himself quickly.  He switched off the master switch and fuel tap and exited the 
aircraft by the left side door.

Discussion

The pilot had gained most of his flying experience on 3-axis microlights but considered 
that his lack of experience and currency on type were factors contributing to the accident. 
Although he had initially believed he could steer the aircraft to safety, this had not been 
possible due to the heavy braking that had also been necessary.  He acknowledged that an 
early go-around would have been the safest course of action but, when it became apparent 
that the situation was not correctable, there was insufficient distance remaining to do so.


