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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Reims Cessna F152, G-CHIK

No & Type of Engines:  1 Lycoming O-235-L2C piston engine

Year of Manufacture:  1979 (Serial no: 1628) 

Date & Time (UTC):  28 October 2014 at 1340 hrs

Location:  Earls Colne Airfield, Essex

Type of Flight:  Training 

Persons on Board: Crew - 1 Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Substantial, aircraft damaged beyond economic 
repair

Commander’s Licence:  Student

Commander’s Age:  47 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  35 hours (of which 35 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 21 hours
 Last 28 days -   3 hours

Information Source:  Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the 
pilot and subsequent AAIB enquiries

The student pilot was on a solo navigation exercise from Stapleford to Earls Colne.  As 
the flight progressed, radio communications became progressively more difficult and, on 
attempting to contact Earls Colne, it appeared that the radio had failed.  The pilot orbited 
in the Earls Colne overhead and attempted to resolve the situation by switch selections 
without success, before 
selecting the radio failure 
code on the transponder.  
She waited ten minutes for 
this squawk to be observed 
and for ATC to communicate 
her presence to Earls Colne 
by telephone, before joining 
the circuit to land.

The first approach to 
Runway 24 was slightly high 
and fast and resulted in a 
go-around.  On the second 
approach, a gust of wind 
caused the aircraft to roll to 
the right close to the ground.  Figure 1
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This precipitated a loss of control, and the aircraft impacted hard on the nose landing gear, 
which collapsed (Figure 1).  Airfield staff, observing the windsock, estimated the wind was 
from 190° at 12 kt.

Although the aircraft was fitted with two communications radios, they were of different 
design, and the pilot had not been shown how to use the second one; she was unaware it 
was a communication radio.


