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 AAIB Bulletin: 12/2014  G-PSUK EW/G2014/08/06

ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Thruster T600N 450, G-PSUK

No & Type of Engines:  1 Jabiru 2200A piston engine

Year of Manufacture:  2004 (Serial no: 0044-T600N-101) 

Date & Time (UTC):  14 August 2014 at 1050 hrs

Location:  Balado Park Airfield, Perthshire

Type of Flight:  Training 

Persons on Board: Crew - 2 Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - 2 (Minor) Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Pod, nosewheel sheared, rear subframe tube 
behind left seat bent, left side front lift strut bent

Commander’s Licence:  National Private Pilot’s Licence

Commander’s Age:  52 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  896 hours (of which 896 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 66 hours
 Last 28 days - 28 hours

Information Source:  Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the 
pilot

The student was flying touch-and-go circuits under the supervision of an instructor.  The 
instructor reported that near to the airfield was a large slow moving weather system.  During 
the base leg on the third circuit, large droplets of rain had started to fall and the instructor 
noticed that the wind direction had also changed to a tail wind on the final approach so 
the student positioned the aircraft for a touch-and-go on the reciprocal Runway 06.  The 
approach and touchdown seemed normal but, at a height of about 85 ft during the climb 
out, the engine spluttered and lost power.  The instructor took control and, with the airspeed 
stabilised at the recommended best glide speed of 45 kt, looked for a suitable landing site.  
Directly ahead of the aircraft’s flight path was a row of trees and he initially turned about 
20° to the right, however this was towards an area of marshy ground so he turned to the 
left again.  The aircraft landed heavily in an almost wings level attitude and came to a stop 
after it ran into a hedgerow.  The instructor and student were both wearing full harnesses 
and suffered minor injuries.

The instructor considered that the loss of engine power had been due to carburettor icing.  
The recorded temperature at the airfield was +14°C and the dewpoint was +12°C.


