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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  CASA 1-131E Series 2000 Jungmann, G-CDLC

No & Type of Engines:  1 Enma Tigre G-IV-A2 piston engine

Year of Manufacture:  1955 (Serial no: 2095) 

Date & Time (UTC):  8 September 2014 at 1839 hrs

Location:  Near Marlborough, Wiltshire

Type of Flight:  Private 

Persons on Board: Crew - 1 Passengers - 1

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - 1 (Minor)

Nature of Damage:  Damage to lower right wingtip and spars, 
landing gear, propeller, engine cowlings and 
bearers

Commander’s Licence:  Private Pilot’s Licence

Commander’s Age:  56 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  247 hours (of which 68 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 8 hours
 Last 28 days - 2 hours

Information Source:  Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the 
pilot

Synopsis

Following a normal landing in light wind conditions, the pilot was unable to prevent the 
aircraft deviating to the left.  It left the grass airstrip and dug in to soft ground, coming to 
rest upright.  The nature of the incident and the tracks left by the mainwheels suggested 
to the pilot that an undercarriage drag strut may have failed, causing the loss of directional 
control.

History of the flight

The pilot was conducting a short local flight from a farm airstrip in Wiltshire.  The weather 
was fine, with a light surface wind of 4 kt from 330°.  The grass airstrip being used was 
orientated north-south and was 650 m long.

The pilot flew a normal approach and landing in a northerly direction.  Almost immediately 
after touchdown, the aircraft started to deviate to the left, accompanied by a left wing drop.  
The pilot was able to correct the wing drop but, despite applications of right rudder and 
power, was unable to prevent the aircraft leaving the prepared landing strip.

The aircraft crossed onto a recently harvested field and dug in to the soft surface, pitching 
nose-down and yawing left through about 270° before coming to rest in an upright attitude, 
though with its undercarriage collapsed beneath it.  The passenger, who was occupying 
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the front seat, suffered a superficial cut and a minor bruise; the occupants were otherwise 
uninjured.

The pilot thought that the accident may have been caused by a failure of the left landing 
gear drag strut on takeoff or landing, although no impact had been felt to suggest it.  The 
possibility was supported by the apparent lack of support on the left side after landing, and 
the fact that the right wheel tracks across the ground were considerably more pronounced 
than the left.


