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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Luton LA4A M�nor, G-AYSk

No & type of Engines:  � Cont�nental A65-8F p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  �97� 

Date & Time (UTC):  8 September 2006 at �505 hrs

Location:  Barton Aerodrome, Manchester

Type of Flight:  Pr�vate 

Persons on Board:  Crew - � Passengers - None

Injuries:  Crew - � (M�nor) Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Severe damage to propeller, eng�ne and forward fuselage, 
sl�ght damage to w�ngs

Commander’s Licence:  Nat�onal Pr�vate P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  70 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  4�0 hours (of wh�ch 28 were on type)
 Last 90 days - � hour
 Last 28 days -  None

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

After start�ng the eng�ne the p�lot tax�ed the a�rcraft to 
the appropr�ate hold�ng po�nt where he pos�t�oned the 
a�rcraft �nto the l�ght and var�able w�nd to complete the 
eng�ne power checks.  The eng�ne stopped abruptly.   
The p�lot, hav�ng closed the throttle, ex�ted the a�rcraft 
to ‘hand sw�ng’ the propeller.  When the propeller was 
swung the eng�ne started �mmed�ately and the a�rcraft 
moved forward.  The p�lot held onto the left w�ng strut 
�n an attempt to steer the a�rcraft towards an open 
area.  The a�rcraft tracked �n an arc to the left and the 
p�lot was eventually forced to let go of the strut.  The 
a�rcraft became a�rborne and stalled �nto an open area 
of	the	airfield.

History of the flight

The	pilot	arrived	at	 the	airfield	 to	carry	out	a	flight	 in	
the local area.  He pulled the a�rcraft out of �ts hangar, 
onto the grass area adjacent to the tower, and chocked 
both ma�n land�ng gear wheels before carry�ng out the 
pre-flight	 checks.	 	 Having	 donned	 a	 flying	 suit	 and	
protect�ve helmet, the p�lot started the eng�ne.  

The surface w�nd was from the south-east at 6 kt; the 
weather was CAVOk w�th a temperature of �9ºC.  The 
runway �n use was 09R wh�ch has a grass surface.  The 
p�lot was cleared to tax� to hold�ng po�nt Bravo 3 where 
he �ntended to carry out the pre-takeoff and eng�ne 
power checks.
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On reach�ng Bravo 3 the p�lot turned the a�rcraft �nto 
the l�ght w�nd and then closed the throttle.  Although the 
p�lot expected the warmed up eng�ne to run at t�ck-over, 
�t stopped abruptly.  Another a�rcraft was parked d�rectly 
ahead, approx�mately �50 ft away.  The p�lot contacted 
ATC and obta�ned clearance to re-start the eng�ne �n h�s 
present pos�t�on.  He ensured that the throttle was closed 
and sw�tched both magnetos to OFF before cl�mb�ng out 
of the a�rcraft.  He pulled the propeller to compress�on, 
selected the �mpulse magneto to ON and then swung the 
propeller.  The eng�ne started, ran to a h�gh rpm and the 
a�rcraft moved forward accelerat�ng towards the a�rcraft 
parked ahead.  The p�lot was unable to sw�tch off the 
magneto or enter the cockp�t but held onto the w�ng 
strut, wh�ch caused the a�rcraft to turn to the left.  He 
attempted to cont�nue to turn the a�rcraft to the left �n 
order to po�nt �t at the wooded area on the south-west 
side	of	the	airfield.		Despite	his	efforts	he	lost	his	grip,	
the a�rcraft became a�rborne and then cl�mbed steeply, 

bank�ng to the r�ght.  It entered what w�tnesses descr�bed 
as a loop before crash�ng �nverted �n an area of rough 
ground	on	the	south-western	edge	of	the	airfield.

Conclusion

The p�lot bel�eves that wh�lst ex�t�ng the a�rcraft after the 
eng�ne had stopped h�s left leg may have contacted the 
top of the throttle lever thus open�ng the throttle.  He d�d 
not feel th�s contact due to the padded cloth�ng that he 
was wear�ng.

Wh�lst the p�lot had checked the magneto sett�ngs at 
each stage of the propeller sw�ng�ng process, he had 
not checked the throttle pos�t�on.  He concluded that �n 
order to prevent such an �nc�dent recurr�ng, �t �s essent�al 
to	confirm	that	the	throttle	is	set	in	accordance	with	the	
recommended start�ng procedure before sw�ng�ng the 
propeller.  When poss�ble the ma�n land�ng gear should 
also be chocked.


