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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration: Rockwell Commander ��2TC, G-SAAB

No & Type of Engines: � Lycom�ng TO-360-C�A6D p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture: �976

Date & Time (UTC): 5 March 2006 at �305 hrs

Location: Retford/Gamston A�rport, Nott�nghamsh�re

Type of Flight: Pr�vate

Persons on Board: Crew - � Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage: Extens�ve damage to nose land�ng gear, eng�ne and 
cowl�ng, propeller, and eng�ne mounts

Commander’s Licence: Pr�vate P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age: 5� years

Commander’s Flying Experience: �47 hours (of wh�ch 44 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 2 hours
 Last 28 days - 2 hours

Information Source: A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot 
and subsequent AAIB enqu�r�es

Synopsis

Wh�lst land�ng �n a crossw�nd, the a�rcraft left the 
runway surface and sustained significant damage.  The 
pilot reported that he had done little recent flying.

History of flight

Returning from a local flight, the pilot made an approach 
to Runway 03 �n good weather, though the w�nd, from 
3�0º at �6 kt, was across the runway.  The p�lot reported 
that the touchdown was normal but, as soon as the nose 
land�ng gear touched the runway, the a�rcraft veered left 
and he was unable to steer the a�rcraft back towards the 
runway centrel�ne.  The a�rcraft left the runway and came 
to rest in an adjacent field, having crossed a ditch which 
caused the nose land�ng gear to collapse.  The p�lot shut 

the a�rcraft down and vacated w�thout �njury; there was 
no fire.  The demonstrated crosswind component quoted 
in the aircraft’s flight manual was 20 kt.

An experienced flying instructor, who witnessed the 
acc�dent, reported that the a�rcraft seemed to be dr�ft�ng 
when �t landed, and that �t appeared that the p�lot had 
not corrected for the crossw�nd on touchdown.  The 
a�rcraft had recently returned to serv�ce follow�ng a 
wheels-up land�ng.  Eng�neer�ng �nvest�gat�on by the 
repa�r company revealed no defects �n the land�ng gear 
or steer�ng system wh�ch m�ght have expla�ned th�s latter 
(5 March) acc�dent.
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The pilot had logged 147 hours of flying time, and had 
flown two hours in the ninety days prior to the accident, 
one hour of which was the accident flight.




