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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  P�per PA-28-�40, G-BAHF

No & Type of Engines:  1 Lycoming O-320-E2A piston engine

Year of Manufacture:  �97� 

Date & Time (UTC):  �7 December 2006 at �330 hrs

Location:  Coventry A�rport

Type of Flight:  Tra�n�ng 

Persons on Board:  Crew - 2 Passengers - �

Injuries:  Crew - None Passengers - None

Nature of Damage:  Minor damage to outer wings; damage to left hand flaps, 
door and ta�l cone of an adjacent P�per Seneca

Commander’s Licence:  Commerc�al P�lot’s L�cence, w�th IMC and Instructor 
rat�ngs

Commander’s Age:  49 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  780 hours (of wh�ch �27 were on type)
 Last 90 days - ��� hours
 Last 28 days -   33 hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

On starting the engine, the commander failed to notice 
that the park�ng brake had not been set, and the a�rcraft 
began to move.  The aircraft was not fitted with toe 
brakes and the brake handle was obscured by the 
r�ght leg of the student p�lot, so he stopped the eng�ne 
by pull�ng the m�xture control.  However, there was 
insufficient time to prevent a low speed collision with 
an adjacent a�rcraft.

History of the flight

The commander br�efed h�s student and a passenger for 
what was �ntended to be a tr�al lesson, before escort�ng 
them to the a�rcraft, wh�ch he had earl�er pulled out of 
the hangar.  As he was ass�st�ng the two people �nto the 

a�rcraft, he observed that the w�ndscreen was rap�dly 

fogg�ng; he then adv�sed them that he would keep the 

door open unt�l after start�ng the eng�ne, �n an attempt to 

ass�st the dem�st�ng process.

Dur�ng eng�ne start, the commander held h�s feet on the 

rudder pedals, cover�ng the brakes.  After the eng�ne 

was runn�ng, he turned to latch the door, before not�c�ng 

that the a�rcraft was mov�ng.  He re-appl�ed pressure to 

the rudder pedals, at wh�ch po�nt he real�sed that th�s 

aircraft was not fitted with toe brakes.  He then reached 

for the brake handle w�th h�s left hand, but was unable 

to locate �t.  In fact the student was block�ng access 

to the handle w�th h�s r�ght leg as a result of keep�ng 
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h�s feet away from the rudder pedals, as br�efed by the 
commander.  In the short t�me ava�lable, the commander 
stopped the eng�ne by mov�ng the m�xture control to 
the �dle cut-off pos�t�on, but was unable to prevent a 
low speed coll�s�on w�th an adjacent P�per Seneca.  

The p�lot summed up the cause of the �nc�dent as a 
comb�nat�on of the park brake not be�ng set, h�s �nab�l�ty 
to locate the park brake handle qu�ckly due to �t be�ng 
obstructed by the student’s leg, and the restr�cted forward 
v�s�on due to the m�sted w�ndscreen.  


