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Th�s bullet�n conta�ns facts wh�ch have been determ�ned up to the t�me of �ssue.  Th�s �nformat�on �s publ�shed to �nform the av�at�on 
�ndustry and the publ�c of the general c�rcumstances of acc�dents and must necessar�ly be regarded as tentat�ve and subject to alterat�on 
or correct�on �f add�t�onal ev�dence becomes ava�lable.

ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Cessna C�tat�on 500, VP-BGE

No & Type of Engines:  2 x Pratt & Wh�tney (Canada) JT�5D-�A turbofans

Year of Manufacture:  �975

Date & Time (UTC):  30 March 2008 at �338 hrs

Location:  Romsey Close, Farnborough, Kent

Persons on Board: Crew - 2 Passengers - 3

Injuries: Crew - 2 (Fatal) Passengers - 3 (Fatal) 

Nature of Damage:  A�rcraft destroyed

Commander’s Licence:  A�rl�ne Transport P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  57 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  8,280 hours (of wh�ch 32 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 44 hours
 Last 28 days - 20 hours

Information Source:  AAIB F�eld Invest�gat�on
 All t�mes �n th�s report are UTC 

The investigation

The A�r Acc�dents Invest�gat�on Branch was �nformed 
of the acc�dent at �350 hrs on 30 March 2008 and the 
�nvest�gat�on commenced early the same even�ng.  
The Ch�ef Inspector of A�r Acc�dents has ordered an 
Inspector’s Invest�gat�on to be conducted �nto the 
c�rcumstances of th�s acc�dent under the prov�s�ons of 
the Civil Aviation (Investigation of Air Accidents and 
Incidents) Regulations 1996.  Th�s �s a prel�m�nary 
report deta�l�ng the facts of the acc�dent; no analys�s has 
been attempted.

In accordance w�th establ�shed �nternat�onal 
arrangements, the Nat�onal Transportat�on Safety Board 

(NTSB) of the USA represent�ng the State of Des�gn and 
Manufacture of the a�rcraft, has appo�nted an Accred�ted 
Representat�ve to part�c�pate fully �n the �nvest�gat�on.  
The NTSB Accred�ted Representat�ve �s supported by 
a team wh�ch �ncludes add�t�onal �nvest�gators from the 
NTSB, Federal Av�at�on Adm�n�strat�on and Cessna; 
Pratt and Wh�tney (Canada) are also part�c�pat�ng 
fully �n the �nvest�gat�on support�ng an Accred�ted 
Representat�ve from the Transportat�on Safety Board 
of Canada.
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History of the flight

The aircraft was engaged on a flight from Biggin Hill, 

Kent to Pau, France w�th two crew and three passengers 

on board.  Some doubt currently ex�sts as to the status 

of each p�lot, so for the purpose of th�s report, the p�lot 

s�tt�ng �n the left seat �s referred to as the commander.

The commander called for start at �3�7 hrs and, at 

�320 hrs, was cleared to tax� to hold�ng po�nt A� for a 

departure from Runway 21.  No one has been identified 

who w�tnessed the a�rcraft’s start or subsequent tax� to 

the hold�ng po�nt.

At �324 hrs, ATC �nstructed the crew to hold at A� and 

cleared them for a LYDD 2 departure add�ng: 

‘WHEN AIRBORNE IT’S A RIGHT TURN 

DETLING ROUTE THROUGH THE BIGGIN 

OVERHEAD MAINTAIN ALTITUDE TWO 

THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED SQUAWK SIX 

THREE FIVE TWO’.

The clearance was correctly read back and the a�rcraft 

was cleared for takeoff from Runway 2� at �332 hrs and 

was observed by the tower controller who stated that 

‘everyth�ng appeared normal’.  At �334 hrs, one m�nute 

after becom�ng a�rborne, the co-p�lot transm�tted: 

‘AND VICTOR PAPA BRAVO GOLF ECHO ER 

WE’RE MAKING AN IMMEDIATE TURN TO 

RETURN TO THE AIRPORT IMMEDIATE TURN 

TO THE AIRPORT.’

The tower controller repl�ed: 

‘VICTOR GOLF ECHO JOIN DOWNWIND 

RIGHT‑HAND RUNWAY TWO ONE, THE 

BIGGIN QNH ONE THOUSAND, THRESHOLD 

ELEVATION’S FIVE ONE SEVEN FEET, WHAT’S 

THE NATURE OF YOUR PROBLEM?’ 

The co-p�lot transm�tted: 

‘ERE WE DON’T KNOW SIR WE’RE GETTING ER 

ENGINE VIBRATION WE’LL COME STRAIGHT 

BACK.’

The aircraft then manoeuvred to overhead the airfield at 

approx�mately �,200 ft aal head�ng towards the end of the 

downw�nd leg for a left-hand c�rcu�t to Runway 2�.  As 

the a�rcraft left the overhead �t commenced a cont�nuous 

descent and, at �336 hrs, the co-p�lot transm�tted: 

‘AND ER VICTOR GOLF ECHO WE HAVE 

MAJOR PROBLEM A MAJOR POWER PROBLEM 

IT LOOKS AS THOUGH WE’RE ER GOING IN 

WE’RE GOING IN!’  

No further rad�o transm�ss�ons from the a�rcraft were 

rece�ved.

Numerous witnesses reported seeing the aircraft flying 

low over a built up area, passing over playing fields 

and houses about 2 nm north‑north‑east of Biggin Hill 

A�rport.  The a�rcraft was seen to be ma�nta�n�ng a 

normal flying attitude and some witnesses reported that 

the land�ng gear was up and others that �t was down.  

Some descr�bed see�ng �t adopt a nose-h�gh att�tude 

and to bank away from houses just before �t crashed.  

Some w�tnesses stated that there was no eng�ne no�se 

but others stated that they only became aware of the 

aircraft, as it flew low overhead, because of ‘the loud 

no�se �t was mak�ng, as �f the eng�nes were at h�gh 

power’.

The aircraft flew extremely low over the roofs of 

several houses before �ts left w�ng �mpacted the roof 

of a house at the end of a res�dent�al close adjacent to a 

small wood.  After the �n�t�al �mpact the a�rcraft struck 

the ground and caught fire destroying the attached 
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garage of a ne�ghbour�ng dwell�ng.  All persons on 
board rece�ved fatal �njur�es. 

A search of the Southern Apron, Tax�way ‘A’, 
Runway 2� and the area �mmed�ately beyond the end 
of Runway 21 at Biggin Hill was conducted after 
the acc�dent.  No debr�s from the a�rcraft or fore�gn 
objects were found wh�ch could have contr�buted to 
the acc�dent.

Technical investigation

The wreckage was substant�ally consumed �n the 
subsequent fire and the aircraft was not, nor required to 
be, equ�pped w�th any Fl�ght Recorders (Fl�ght Data or 
Cockp�t Vo�ce Recorders).

Exam�nat�on of the wreckage, however, d�d not reveal 
any evidence of pre‑impact restrictions in the flight 
control c�rcu�ts and exam�nat�on of the eng�nes, after 
d�sassembly, revealed no ev�dence of e�ther eng�ne 
hav�ng suffered a b�rd str�ke or fore�gn object damage.  
Furthermore, no pre-�mpact damage or fa�lures were 
found �n any of the rotat�ng assembl�es or ma�n 
bear�ngs.

The investigation is continuing and a final report will be 
publ�shed by the AAIB �n due course.   
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