
Piel CP301A, G-BIJU 

 
 

AAIB Bulletin No: 7/2002 Ref: EW/G2002/04/23 Category: 1.3 

Aircraft Type and 
Registration: 

Piel CP301A, G-BIJU   

No & Type of Engines: 1 Continental Motors Corp O-200-A 
piston engine 

  

Year of Manufacture: 1957   

Date & Time (UTC): 22 April 2002 at 1320 hrs   

Location: Stapleford Aerodrome, Essex   

Type of Flight: Private   

Persons on Board: Crew - 1 Passengers - 
None 

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - 
N/A 

Nature of Damage: Propeller destroyed and engine cowling 
damaged 

  

Commander's Licence: Private Pilot's Licence   

Commander's Age: 43 years   

109 hours (of which 54 were on type) 

Last 90 days - 6 hours 

Commander's Flying 
Experience: 

Last 28 days - 0 hours 

  

Information Source: Aircraft Accident Report Form 
submitted by the pilot 

  

The pilot taxied the aircraft from the fuel pumps at Stapleford with the intention of carrying out a 
local flight. The surface wind was varying between 260° and 280° at 10 to 15 kt with Runway 22L 
as the active runway. The pilot stopped the aircraft at the holding point and assessed the wind 
direction from the wind sock as south-westerly. He turned the aircraft to the right which placed it 
on a southerly heading with the wind from approximately the forward right quarter. He also noticed 
that the wind at that time was veering further westerly and gusting. He commenced an engine 
power check whilst holding the aircraft stationary with the wheelbrakes and increased the power to 



set 1,800 RPM with the control column held back and placed into wind. Whilst adjusting the 
throttle to obtain exactly 1,800 RPM, which took a few moments, he felt the tail wheel lift 
smoothly off the ground and continue rising. He stopped the engine in an effort to prevent the 
propeller striking the ground but it contacted the taxiway and was destroyed, the aircraft coming to 
rest on the engine cowling in a steep nose-down attitude. The pilot completed the shut down checks 
and vacated the aircraft through the left door. The aerodrome Rescue and Fire Fighting Service 
attended within two minutes and the aircraft was lowered back onto its tail wheel to stop fuel 
leaking. 

The pilot concluded that due to the variable surface wind and possibly the local effect of a 
warehouse to the north-west of the aircraft, a tail wind of sufficient strength was generated to lift 
the aircraft's tail. The veering wind had been induced to flow under the tailplane by the elevator 
which was in the up position. He also commented that in the steep nose down attitude, with the 
four-point restraint harness not at that stage fully tightened, escape from the aircraft was difficult. 
Also his headset lead tangled with the harness and a flight bag moved from the luggage area behind 
the seats and fell into the area by the rudder pedals hindering movement. 
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