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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Cessna �82P, G-BTHA

No & type of Engines:  � Cont�nental O-470-R p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  �979 

Date & Time (UTC):  24 October 2006 at �645 hrs

Location:  Approach to Runway 27 at L�verpool A�rport

Type of Flight:  Pr�vate 

Persons on Board:  Crew - � Passenger - �

Injuries:  Crew - � (Ser�ous) Passenger - � (Ser�ous)

Nature of Damage:  R�ght w�ng detached, a�rcraft and eng�ne extens�vely 
damaged

Commander’s Licence:  Pr�vate P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  7� years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  534 hours (of wh�ch 335 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 9 hours
 Last 28 days - 2 hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot 
and AAIB �nqu�r�es

Synopsis

The pilot, who was blinded by the winter sun, flew into 

an approach l�ght stanch�on that was s�ted approx�mately 

½ m�le from the runway threshold.

History of the flight

On the day of the accident the pilot planned to fly from 

L�verpool to Wolverhampton, then on to Shobdon and 

back to Liverpool.  The pilot reported that the first two 

legs, and land�ngs, were uneventful and on return�ng to 

L�verpool A�rport he rece�ved a VFR clearance from 

the Approach Controller to enter the L�verpool zone.  

After hold�ng for approx�mately �0 m�nutes at Helsby 

H�ll he was cleared to jo�n the c�rcu�t on base leg for an 

approach to Runway 27.  The p�lot was then transferred 

to the Tower frequency and, once on finals, was given 

clearance to land.
 
The pilot states that as he flew the approach he was 
blinded by the sun and had difficulty seeing the runway 
and, therefore, attempted to fly the aircraft along the 
path of the approach l�ghts.  He also found that the 
visibility was better by flying lower than normal.  The 
p�lot cons�dered go�ng around, but approx�mately half 
way down the approach he s�ghted the ‘p�ano keys’ 
and dec�ded to cont�nue the approach us�ng them as h�s 
reference po�nt.  However, �t was not unt�l a late stage 
on the approach that he was able to see the l�ghts on 
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the PAPIS, wh�ch were all red.  The p�lot, real�s�ng that 
he was very low, appl�ed full power and attempted to 
cl�mb away.  Desp�te h�s efforts the a�rcraft struck and 
uprooted a 30 foot h�gh wooden stanch�on on wh�ch 
one of the approach l�ghts was mounted.  Ground marks 
�nd�cated that the a�rcraft then struck the ground before 
h�tt�ng and uproot�ng a second stanch�on.  Dur�ng the 
�mpacts the r�ght w�ng was detached and the a�rcraft 
came to rest fac�ng back up the approach.  The a�rcraft 
was extens�vely damaged and both the p�lot and 
passenger susta�ned ser�ous �njur�es.

Report from ATCO

The ATCO on duty reported that he could not see G-BTHA 

when he cleared the p�lot to land, but d�d establ�sh from 

the air traffic monitor that the aircraft was three miles 

out on the final approach.  When the ATCO next checked 

the pos�t�on of G-BTHA he noted that wh�lst the a�rcraft 

was low the approach appeared to be stable.  Th�s d�d 

not cause the controller any concern as he was used 

to seeing training aircraft flying a variety of landing 

profiles.  The controller attended to other aircraft on the 

airfield and when he looked back towards the approach, 

G-BTHA was less than half a m�le from the threshold 

and st�ll very low.  The controller cont�nued to mon�tor 

the progress of the a�rcraft and when �t descended to 

what he cons�dered was a dangerous he�ght (tree level) 

he act�vated the crash alarm; the controller stated that 

he d�d not try and contact the p�lot as he d�d not w�sh to 
distract him at this late stage of the flight.  The aircraft 
then d�sappeared from s�ght and at the same t�me the 
capta�n of a commerc�al a�rcraft, wh�ch was at hold Golf 
wa�t�ng for takeoff clearance, �nformed the controller 
that the a�rcraft had crashed.  The controller �mmed�ately 
�nstructed a second a�rcraft wh�ch had been follow�ng G-
BTHA on the approach, to go-around.  With depleted fire 
cover all aircraft movements were halted and the airfield 
was closed until 1740 hrs.  The airfield emergency 
serv�ces were qu�ckly on the scene of the acc�dent and 
confirmed that the aircraft had crashed and there were 
two casualt�es w�th ser�ous �njur�es.

Comment

The pilot had a valid medical certificate that had been 
�ssued s�x weeks before the acc�dent and h�s reval�dat�on 
check flight was valid until 28 August 2007.  He stated 
that he d�d not apprec�ate how poor the v�s�b�l�ty towards 
the sun was until he turned on to finals.  He had set the 
airfield QFE on his altimeter, but deliberately flew the 
a�rcraft lower than normal w�thout reference to the 
alt�meter because he bel�eved that the v�s�b�l�ty was better 
and the ‘p�ano keys’ would gave h�m a su�table v�sual 
reference by which to fly the approach.  In retrospect, the 
p�lot bel�eves that he should have gone around and held 
off unt�l the sun had settled below the hor�zon.


