No: 6/91

Aircraft Type and Registration:
No & Type of Engines:
Year of Manufacture:

Date & Time (UTC):

Ref: EW/G91/03/16

Category: 1c

Valentin Taifun 17E, G-OACE

1 Limbach L 2000-EBIB piston engine
1984

28 March 1991 at 1145 hrs

Location: Vale of Neath Gliding Club, West Glamorgan
Type of Flight: Private

Persons on Board: Crew - 1 Passengers - 1
Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - None

Engine shock loaded; damage to propeller, engine
cowling and canopy. Damage to nose landing gear.

Nature of Damage:

Private Pilot's Licence with IMC and
Gliding Instructor ratings

Commander's Licence:

Commander's Age: 46 years

Commander's Flying Experience: 3,000 hours (of which 7 were on type)

Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the pilot and
subsequent AAIB enquiries.

Information Source:

Although the surface wind was 090°/7-10 kt, the pilot elected to use the runway 27 because it had a
900 metre run with no obstructions; after about 300 metres, the slope was downhill. He assessed the
runway surface as "undulating, but with no sharp ridges or furrows which would have caused a sharp
jolt or breaking action to the front wheel." At an indicated airspeed of about 35-40 kt, on the take-off
run, the aircraft pitched forward and slid along the grass surface on its nose. The canopy sprung out
of its rails, and both occupants, who were wearing diagonal upper torso restraint, escaped without
injury. An initial inspection of the aircraft revealed that the nose landing gear had fully retracted.

The bellcrank in the nose landing gear mechanism had suffered an overload failure adjacent to a weld.
The fracture was examined at RAE Farnborough and it was considered that the failure had not occurred
as a result of any weakness in the weld or the area adjacent to it.

On the 2 September 1987, the aircraft had an accident (AAIB Bulletin 3/88) in which the nose landing
gear had contacted the stones on the top of the embankment and the top wires of a fence. The nose
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landing gear collapsed during the subsequent landing. Affected parts were repaired/replaced by the
manufacturer.

The bellcrank was sent to the CAA for information, prior to being taken, by the aircraft owner, to the
manufacturer's facility, in Germany, for examination.
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