
63©  Crown copyr�ght 2008

 AAIB Bulletin: 2/2008 G-CESF EW/G2007/09/09 

ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  EV-97 Team Eurostar, G-CESF

No & Type of Engines:  � Rotax 9�2-UL p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  2007 

Date & Time (UTC):  6 September 2007 at �625 hrs

Location:  Sadd�ngton, Le�cestersh�re

Type of Flight:  Pr�vate 
  
Persons on Board: Crew - � Passengers - �

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - None

Nature of Damage:  Damage to land�ng gear, both w�ngs and propeller

Commander’s Licence:  Pr�vate P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  45 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  327 hours (of wh�ch �� were on type)
 Last 90 days - �8 hours
 Last 28 days - �0 hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

Shortly after land�ng at a pr�vate a�rstr�p at Sadd�ngton, 
Le�cestersh�re, the p�lot real�sed that the a�rcraft was not 
slow�ng down, desp�te the appl�cat�on of brakes.  He 
decided to steer the aircraft into a field to the right of the 
grass runway, but the a�rcraft d�d not stop and �t entered 
a d�tch.  Ground marks �nd�cated that the brakes were 
appl�ed.  Later exam�nat�on of the a�rcraft found the 
throttle to be part�ally open.

History of the flight

Following a flight of about 1.5 hours, the pilot decided 
to carry out a ‘touch-and-go’ at a pr�vate a�rstr�p near 
Sadd�ngton, Le�cestersh�re.  The str�p was of short grass 
or�entated 220º/040º and 300 metres long.  The grass 
was dry and the runway surface was firm.  The weather 

on the day was calm, w�th good v�s�b�l�ty.  The p�lot had 

prev�ously landed at the a�rstr�p on several occas�ons �n 

a Thruster although, this was his first visit in a Eurostar.  

He had previously completed ‘short’ and ‘soft field’ 

land�ngs �n the Eurostar, at another a�rstr�p.

Hav�ng carr�ed out a successful touch-and-go on 

Runway 04, the p�lot then dec�ded to carry out a 

land�ng at the str�p.  The approach to Runway 04 was 

stable, but, the a�rcraft landed short of the �ntended 

touchdown po�nt.  As there appeared to be ample 

runway left �n wh�ch to stop, the p�lot d�d not apply the 

brakes �mmed�ately.  When the brakes were appl�ed, 

the a�rcraft d�d not to slow down.  As the p�lot was 

unsure of what the problem was, he dec�ded to rema�n 
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on the ground and d�d not attempt to take off aga�n.  
The p�lot then steered the a�rcraft to the r�ght, toward 
an open field of short grass, in an attempt to increase 
the retardat�on.  However, the a�rcraft d�d not stop 
and entered a d�tch at a ground speed of between 20 
and 25 kt finally coming to rest in the ditch.  The pilot 
and passenger were un�njured and were able to ex�t 
normally.  There was no fire.

The p�lot reported that ground mark�ngs on the runway 
and the field indicated that the brakes had been applied.  

Later exam�nat�on of the a�rcraft revealed that the throttle 
was part�ally open.  A check of the throttle and �ts fr�ct�on 
lever showed them to be operat�onal.  It �s poss�ble that 
pr�or to, or dur�ng, the land�ng roll the throttle fr�ct�on 
may have loosened, allow�ng the throttle to open and 
apply enough eng�ne power to overcome the brak�ng 
act�on of the a�rcraft.


