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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Re�ms Cessna F�52, G-BTFC

No & type of Engines:  � Lycom�ng O-235-L2C p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  �979 

Date & Time (UTC):  27 July 2006 at ��45 hrs

Location:  Bute Airfield, Kingarth, Isle of Bute

Type of Flight:  Pr�vate 

Persons on Board:  Crew - � Passengers - �

Injuries:  Crew - None Passengers - � (M�nor)

Nature of Damage:  Damage to nose  gear and propeller

Commander’s Licence:  Nat�onal Pr�vate P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  6� years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  232 hours (of wh�ch �8 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 4 hours
 Last 28 days - 2 hours

Information Source: A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

The a�rcraft bounced on �ts ma�n wheels on land�ng and 
�n the subsequent ground roll the nosegear leg folded 
back under the fuselage and the propeller was damaged.  
There were no ser�ous �njur�es to the two occupants.

History of the flight

The pilot had flown 18 hours on type and had landed 
at Bute on e�ght prev�ous occas�ons.  There was a l�ght 
south-westerly breeze, 15 km visibility and no significant 
weather cond�t�ons.  The p�lot elected to land on Runway 27 
and made an approach.  He �n�t�ated a go-around when he 
real�sed that he was l�kely to land long.  

After mak�ng a second approach, the a�rcraft bounced 
on �ts ma�n wheels on land�ng, but not so much that the 

p�lot thought a go-around was necessary.  The a�rcraft 

bounced aga�n, and the nose gear struck the grass runway 

in an area with a significant upslope.  The nose gear then 

folded back under the fuselage and the a�rcraft sl�d to a 

halt on the runway.  

The p�lot sw�tched off the fuel, master sw�tches 

and magnetos, and both he and h�s passenger ex�ted 

through the left and r�ght doors respect�vely.  The 

passenger sustained a bruise to his left knee; the pilot 

was un�njured.

The p�lot cons�dered that, w�th h�nds�ght, he should 

have commenced a go-around after the first bounce on 

the ma�nwheels.  He cons�dered the steep approach, the 
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short runway length, the lack of significant headwind 
and the downh�ll slope at the start of the runway to be 
contr�butory factors.

Airfield information

The grass strip at Bute Airfield is 480 metres in length 
and �s al�gned 09/27.  A�rcraft land�ng on Runway 27 
make an approach through a gap cut �n the woods, made 

approx�mately �0 years ago, that �s approx�mately �00 m 
w�de.  Trees mask much of the road that runs along the 
easterly edge of the airfield, hence the need to consider 
the poss�b�l�ty of h�gh-s�ded veh�cles present�ng an 
obstacle.  Typ�cally a fa�rly steep approach to Runway 27 
�s therefore made.  Runway 27 �n�t�ally slopes downh�ll, 
and then r�ses, before slop�ng down aga�n. 




