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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Mainair Blade 912, G-BZFs

No & Type of Engines:  1 rotax 912-UL piston engine

Year of Manufacture:  2000 

Date & Time (UTC):  10 April 2010 at 1215 hrs

Location:  Near Caernarfon Airport, Gwynedd

Type of Flight:  Private 

Persons on Board: Crew - 1 Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - 1 (Minor) Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Front end pod broken, nose wheel and structural beams 
distorted

Commander’s Licence:  Airline Transport Pilot’s Licence

Commander’s Age:  48 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  9,800 hours (of which 20 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 50 hours
 Last 28 days - 16 hours

Information Source:  Aircraft Accident report Form submitted by the pilot 
and subsequent enquiries

The accident flight occurred on the first flight of the day.  

The aircraft engine and pre-takeoff checks at Caernarfon 

Airport were satisfactory.  The aircraft was taxied out 

onto runway 02 for a departure on intersecting runway 

08.  The engine temperatures and pressures were 

reported as normal during the rolling takeoff and the 

engine power was reduced from 5,300 rpm to 4,800 rpm 

after becoming airborne to reduce the pitch attitude.  At 

approximately 200 ft in the climb the engine “coughed” 

twice and then stopped.  The pilot turned to the left 

as there were no landing options ahead of the aircraft 

and declared a MAYdAY.  He considered that all of 

his landing options were poor but he touched down 

successfully on a small grassed area adjacent to the 

airfield.  However, during the landing roll, the aircraft 

ran across a drainage ditch and sustained damage to the 
front end pod, nose wheel and aircraft structure.  

The pilot had become aware of debris in the fuel 
tank shortly after acquiring the aircraft earlier in the 
year.  However, he had been advised that the fuel filter 
would catch any debris until such time that a suitable 
opportunity for cleaning the system arose.  The aircraft 
had been successfully flown on the day prior to the 
accident.  subsequent to the accident, debris was also 
found in the muslin fuel filter and in the fuel line before 
the filter.  The source of the debris was not identified 
but reported as a build-up rather than solid debris.  

other than the presence of debris in the fuel system, 
the pilot identified other factors associated with the 
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accident.  The use of a rolling takeoff and a reduction 
in power after becoming airborne resulted in the aircraft 
being at a lower altitude over the airport boundary which 
reduced the forced landing options.  The pilot noted that, 

for a takeoff from Runway 08, the number of reasonable 
options for a forced landing from low altitude was very 
limited.  


