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EUROTUNNEL/SEAFRANCE MERGER INQUIRY REMITTAL 

Summary of hearing with the Mayor of Calais and other 

representatives on 3 June 2014  

1. At the start of the hearing, the Chairman emphasised that the CMA was an 

independent competition authority, independent of government, which based 

its decisions on evidence. 

2. The Mayor of Calais said that there was around 20% unemployment in the 

Calais region. If the CMA provisional decision was confirmed, 600 jobs could 

be destroyed directly and 1,000 jobs lost indirectly on the Côte d’Opale. 

3. The Mayor said that in 2013 there was an increase of 17% growth in cross-

Channel traffic, and that this could grow by 40% up to 2030. The MARPOL 

Convention and changes of rules would also favour the short sea and shorter 

distances between ports. 

Projects in Calais 

4. The Mayor described two projects under development in Calais which would 

affect the cross-Channel demand: a theme park, and Calais Premier (a 

logistics centre). A negative decision on MyFerryLink would have a negative 

impact on the growth of Calais and the projects. 

5. The theme park was expected to attract largely English customers (plans 

suggested that 1.5 million people a year would visit it). It would be located 

around 730 metres from the port, and the total investment would be around 

€350 million. It was expected to open in 2018. 

6. Calais Premier was the main logistics plan in the north of Europe, and its 

success was directly linked to the success of the transport infrastructure. The 

rail link to the port was already complete, and the total investment would be 

around €200 million. Work on the logistics platform was starting at the end of 

2014 to be completed by the end of 2015.1 

 

 
1 Subsequent documents provided by the delegation suggested that the work would be completed by 2018. 
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Possibility for three companies on the Channel 

7. The Mayor believed it was possible for all three ferry companies to remain on 

the Channel, and that there was proof. P&O had invested in two new vessels 

to replace the oldest ones. DFDS was improving its services, and the Mayor 

had been advised that DFDS planned to bring a third vessel on to the 

Channel because of its increased volumes, indicating that it was performing 

well and planned for a long-term future. It was also important for Calais to 

have a ferry service under a French flag. 

Competition 

8. The Mayor said that the volumes and results of the established ferry 

companies were growing, and were improving their results more than 

MyFerryLink. 

9. The elected politicians were concerned that CMA decisions were being used 

to grow the market share of the other companies, which went to 

MyFerryLink’s customers saying that the company would disappear soon. 

Other considerations to take into account 

10. As well as the technical details that the CMA lawyers and economists 

considered, the Mayor urged the CMA to take into account the consequences 

of its decision for Calais, and the difficulties that Calais had to deal with. 

Calais already had big difficulties because of the Schengen and Le Touquet 

agreements. Calais and surrounding territories acted together, as they got no 

help from the French or British Governments or from Europe. With its inde-

pendence, the CMA could help the Calais territory. 

11. The Mayor was looking to reinforce the relationships between Calais and 

England, not to be aggressive towards England. 

Additional arguments 

12. The Calais representatives emphasised that contrary to what they thought the 

CMA believed, MyFerryLink and the staff operating it were two separate 

companies. The former SeaFrance members of staff decided to build their 

own company to put the future in their own hands. 

13. Historically there had always been three companies operating on the 

Channel. With the 40% growth of business expected at the Ports of Calais 

and Dover, the Calais representatives believed three companies would be 

needed to provide a sufficient and reliable service. 
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14. The Mayor of Le Touquet had projects to reinforce and grow the activity of Le 

Touquet for English customers, and additional partnerships might be planned. 

The decision might be regretted in two years because of the growth of volume 

on the Channel. 

15. He also emphasised that having three ferry companies was a benefit to 

consumers, with the competition between the ferry companies and with 

Eurotunnel. If a company disappeared, he believed the service would be 

reduced and the tariffs increased. 

16. In addition, the proposed unemployment of 600 employees affecting 600 

families must be taken into account. 

Views on whether DFDS, MyFerryLink and P&O could survive 

17. The Calais delegation was sure that DFDS would stay in the market: its 

market share and volume had grown; the company had never been in 

difficulty; the Calais delegation believed DFDS wanted to bring in a third 

vessel, which would be based on a study it would have carried out. The DFDS 

market share for the short sea had grown from 17.1% to 17.5% in Calais and 

Dunkirk from April 2013 to April 2014, growing despite the presence of 

MyFerryLink. 

18. MyFerryLink business would be smaller than DFDS. MyFerryLink aimed only 

to maintain the 600 jobs, not to grow the business by other vessels. 

19. The vessel that it believed DFDS was transferring to the Calais route was not 

from Dunkirk, but was from a longer Harwich–Esbjerg route. The Calais 

delegation believed that the DFDS business plan was to move its vessels on 

to the shortest route, because of the MARPOL change in rules. 

Possible new entrant 

20. The Calais delegation was asked why, if the growth in the market was 

sufficient to support three players on Dover–Calais, there would not be a new 

entrant that would replace MyFerryLink on that route, possibly using the same 

vessels and many of the same employees. It explained that the French court 

said that Eurotunnel could not sell the ships to anyone, and that the French 

competition authority had prohibited any business relationships between 

Eurotunnel and MyFerryLink. 

21. The tunnel was fully booked all the time and the increased volume of traffic 

could only go now to the ferry companies. If MyFerryLink disappeared, 
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Eurotunnel could invest in a new shuttle, parking the vessels in dry dock – this 

would have no impact on DFDS business. 

22. If the CMA decision was negative, the ferries would be stopped. It was 

impossible for them to be operated anywhere else and the staff would lose 

their jobs. 

23. The Mayor of Calais emphasised that MyFerryLink was independent – it was 

not a branch of Eurotunnel and did not depend on Eurotunnel. The future of 

MyFerryLink was not linked at all with Eurotunnel and the consequences 

would not grow any ferry business – that was not its objective. She said that 

next year MyFerryLink would break even. In case of any losses, Eurotunnel 

would not cover them. 

Concluding remarks 

24. The Mayor of Calais said that she welcomed the opportunity to bring a 

different view to the CMA from the lawyers of the companies, and emphasised 

that the information she had presented was not obtained from the companies 

(including Eurotunnel), but was publicly available. It was important to under-

stand the difficulties facing Calais and surrounding territories, and the growth 

their projects would bring. 


