
From: R Barden 
Sent: 25 August 2013 10:06 
To: CineworldCityScreen 
Subject: Cineworld/City Screen merger 
  
Dear Inquiry Manager 
  
I write in response to the inquiry into Cineworld and City Screen and in particular to 
the Cambridge outcome that one of the cinemas should be sold.  Cambridge almost 
lost its arts cinema which was saved by City Screen.  There may not be another 
option for keeping it running profitably and its loss would make a huge difference to 
Cambridge. 
  
I am a member at the Cambridge Arts Picturehouse and have been since it opened. 
 In that time I have seen on average one film a week at the Arts and probably about 
one film every other year at the Cineworld.  The reason for this is that the two 
establishments provide completely different customer offerings and the Picturehouse 
is the one that suits me. 
  
Here are the reasons for saying this: 

• The programming is different.  Rather than a constant diet of Hollywood films, 
there is a range of non Hollywood films, films made in English rather than 
American English, foreign language films, documentaries and revivals of 
classic films (some in Black and White or in 70mm format - the Arts having the 
only equipment in Cambridge to show these). 

• The films tend to be those that are well regarded by critics. 
• There is a membership scheme that offers discounts on all prices, no booking 

fees, reductions in the bar and other benefits. Members sometimes have the 
chance to see films for nothing. 

• They are strongly associated with the Cambridge Film Festival which would 
probably die without the Picturehouse.  This Autumn will be the 33rd festival 
showing 100s of films in under a fortnight. 

• The Arts encourages film education providing talks, courses and other events. 
• The whole atmosphere is different with a strong focus on the cinema 

experience and an audience that quietly watches the film (rather than talking, 
texting, going in and out to fetch more snacks which is my experience of my 
rare visits to the multiplex). 

I have just looked at what is on offer today.  There is just one film showing at both 
cinemas (Alan Partridge)   

• Cineworld (which has nine screens) is showing a 15 films entirely in English 
and strongly dominated by Hollywood American English.  The average Time 
Out Review score for the films on offer is 2.53.   

• Arts Picturehouse (which has three screens) has 7 films in its main 
programme including two in foreign languages and the others split between 
American and English.   In addition, there is a free preview screening for 
members and an outdoor event where films are shown at Grantchester 
Meadows. The average score from Time Out is 3.25. 

  
I don't believe there will be loss of competition if these two cinemas continue with 
their separate programmes under the same ownership as they are simply not in 



competition.  If the new owners decide to change the programming then that would 
be different but that does not appear to be their intention.   
  
Please don't threaten the existence of the Picturehouse, please find another way of 
resolving this.  It may sound dramatic but the Picturehouse is one of the reasons that 
I live in Cambridge and if it closed I would consider moving to one of the few other 
towns in the country where there is an Arts Cinema.   
  
Yours faithfully 
  
Rosalind Barden 
 


