
From: Jon Chapman  
Sent: 20 August 2013 09:10 
To: CineworldCityScreen 
Subject: Picturehouse Cambridge 
 
Sirs, 
 
As a resident of central Cambridge and long-standing member of the Picturehouse I 
wish to express my deep opposition to the suggestion in your provisional report 
findings that Picturehouse may be closed in order to avoid a reduction in local 
competition. 
 
Picturehouse offers a range of film unique to Cambridge and is the reason I and my 
wife are members and attend in the region of 30 showings a year there. Only a few 
of the films we have seen in the past year (three out of thirty) could we have also 
seen at Cineworld, but living in central Cambridge our alternative is the much more 
convenient Vue cinema. We have been to Cineworld twice in the past year to see 
films that were not showing at Picturehouse but were available at Vue. 
 
Closure of an arts-focused cinema in central Cambridge would be a significant and 
probably irreplaceable loss of amenity to the community. I do not think Cineworld 
would be able to or interested in offering the range of foreign and independent films 
that Picturehouse shows, and in any case the location is much less convenient for us 
and lacks the arts ambiance that Picturehouse has retained. 
 
Should Picturehouse close in Cambridge and Bury St Edmunds the nearest arts 
cinema would be in North London! This would mean thirty fewer cinema visits for us 
in any year, an absolute loss of revenue to the British film industry. 
 
Your review has clearly failed to take into account the fundamentally different 
markets served by Cineworld and Picturehouse as evidenced by their film schedules 
and by their audience profiles. 
 
Should Cineworld insist on showing the same programmes at both cinemas then 
they would certainly lose the dedicated audience that is at the core of Picturehouse's 
business. What commitments would Cineworld make to retain the special profile of 
Picturehouse's programme? 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Jon Chapman 
 


