
From: Anonymous 13  
Sent: 25 August 2013 17:26 
To: CineworldCityScreen 
Subject: Cambridge Picturehouse 

  

I am a Cambridge resident and have absolutely no professional connection with 
Cineworld. However, I am really quite shocked by the Competition Commissions’ 
“bull-in-china-shop” behaviour in this circumstance. The CC states that it strives for “ 
ultimate benefit of consumers and the economy”. Cambridge Picturehouse in no way 
operates in the same commercial space as Cineworld – it provides an essential 
service for provision of art films in Cambridge – there are no other providers in the 
area. In addition, any mainstream films are screened to an entirely different 
demographic from Cineworld.  As a middle-aged cinema-goer I (like thousands 
would of others in Cambridge) would NEVER go to a Cineworld – it’s too big and 
impersonal, it’s pitched at the young, food quality is poor and sound volume of films 
is too loud. How can this possibly be in the best interests of the Cambridge 
community? By removing the ONLY cinema in the area that serves my needs, then 
you’re effectively stiffling choice.  In a climate of economic and financial instability the 
CC is effectively removing a loved and treasure resource from Cambridge. CC can 
provide no guarantee that a future buyers would keep an arts cinema open, in 
addition the CC had every opportunity to investigate the purchase of Picturehouse by 
Cineworld. If the Arts Cinema is forced to close then CC has done an ENORMOUS 
disservice to Cambridge. The CC survey did not directly tackle whether the provision 
of service at Cineworld and Picturehouse were different  - by generalizing across 
different parts of the country (often including London)the survey concluded that 
visiting the cinema was driven by film choice (in which case remove Picturehouse 
and Cambridge residents can go to Vue instead). BUT – Vue does not provide Art 
films!! 

  

Yours faithfully, 

 


